
 

A subset of the School Climate and Culture Committee has been working with a small group of par-

ents and community members to enhance our after school clubs, enrichment opportunities as well 

as, academic and theme based activities.   We recognize how important extended day activities can 

be in helping students connect to school. Currently through the work of the Extended Learning Op-

portunity sub-committee, we are promoting “club” involvement with our incoming 8th grade middle 

school students during AHS information nights and tables at lunch time.  Space for ELOs has been 

added to the course selection sheets and now students can have a conversation about extra-

curricular involvement with their counselor during scheduling.  Finally, we are pleased to announce 

the addition of snacks for any student participating in Extended Learning Opportunities beginning 

on May 2nd.    

School Climate and Culture Committee, Active in April 

Students viewed the Youth FX documentary “Tyler” during lunch periods on April 23rd.  The film 
depicted the impact violence had on the family of Tyler Rhodes.  Students were able to discuss 
their feelings with others including Albany High School Support Personnel along with Stacey, Ty-
ler’s mother.  A word wall on which students could share their grief was placed in each cafeteria 
and there was a moment of silence on April 30th, the one year anniversary of Tyler’s tragic death.     
The SCCC also supported the work of Cailin Mc Kenna and Dr. Liz Gialanella as they increased 

Albany High School’s awareness of suicide symptoms and resources.  They are looking for folks to 

walk with team Albany High on Saturday, May 6th at the University of Albany.  There are lots of 

other ways to help like donating funds or purchase a student designed T-shirt.  All proceeds ben-

efit the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.  Please contact Leslie Hatfield, Leadership 

Theme Coordinator for more information.   
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
 May 6 @ 2PM Ameri-

can Foundation for 

Suicide Prevention “U 

Albany Out of the 

Darkness Campus 

Walk” begins at the 

Academic Podium in 

front of the Campus 

Center 

 May CDPHP workforce 

Challenge  

 May 15th NCBI 

(student led)  Anti-

Violence Workshops 

(See Aaron Harrell for 

details 

Work of the School Climate and Culture Committee 2011– 12 
 

 Develop regular, ongoing communication with Albany High School and community at  
        large 

 Plan for the re-administration of the SCCI in June 

 Support activities associated with increasing academy affiliation and school pride for  
         students, faculty, staff and families 

 Partner with the community to increase participation in sports and after school clubs and   
        programs at Albany High School with an emphasis on engaging 8th and 9th grade students 

 Continue the work of NCBI as a way to create norms for bystander behavior to prevent 
peer reinforcement of aggressive behavior through club activities and classroom instruc-
tion 



Members of the Climate and Culture Committee: D. Getto, M. Bennett, J. Barber, G. 

Benson, A. Harrell, L. Rivera, L. Gialenella, J. Miller, L. Hatfield, C. Magil, S. Murray, A. Venezia Weklar, C. Burke, J. Quinn, D. Brown, W. 

Shepherd, P. Fahy, P. Egan 
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C I T Y  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  O F  A L B A N Y  

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU, YOUR STUDENTS and FAMILIES 
 
On May ____The Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) will once again be administered in English classes to all students in grades 9

-11.  An “opt out” letter has been sent home notifying parents of the survey and protocols.  The School Climate and Culture In-

ventory (SCCI) will be administered to all students in grades 9-12 on June___.  The faculty SCCI measure will be available on line 

and open the week of June ____.  The School Climate and Culture Committee, along with APSTA leadership, really appreciates 

you taking the time to honestly respond to the SCCI questionnaire.  If you recall, we used your survey reactions to build ques-

tions that were asked during this winter’s focus groups.  The committee has since taken your feedback and incorporated it into 

action.  One example of this is our monthly School Climate and Culture Corner newsletter.  During the entire month of June, 

parents will be able to respond to a shorter, 32 question survey that reflects elements in the SCCI such as “safe environment” 

and relationships.  More information on all three surveys will be forthcoming.   

Student Attendance Awards 
 
Attendance Award 
 
 
Grand Prize Winner 
 
Any student with 90% or better class attendance for the month will 
be entered in a drawing to win fantastic prizes.   

UPCOMING FEATURES 
  

 


